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_grau …Sekundenbruchteile…

MF: «…für mich gibt es im Leben nur reines Schwarz und Weiß…»

RS: «…ich denke, es gibt nur das Dazwischen…»

… _grau fächert die Erinnerungsfragmente eines Autounfalls auf und lässt diese Sekundenbruchteile ätherisch am Betrachter vorbeigleiten… Hierzu wurden mannigfaltige Experimente durchgeführt, gefiltert und eher zu skulpturalen als zu filmischen Erinnerungseinheiten zusammengefasst, die einen nicht allein abstrakten, sondern sehr persönlicher Blick auf die letzten Sekunden eines Lebens gewähren… www.grau1001.de

(Die lebenden Gemälde (Tableaux Vivants) aus wuchernden Strukturen verzweigen sich über 10:01 Minuten (eine Referenz an das binäre Zahlensystem von Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, in welchem er 1 auf Gott und 0 auf den Teufel zurückführt) ohne vollständig in pures Schwarz beziehungsweise Weiß einzutauchen. Jedes Element entspringt realen Erfahrungen und ist aus meinen Skizzen, eigenen Körperfragmenten oder Verfahren der wissenschaftlichen Visualisierung adaptiert. So sind zum Beispiel die ersten, noch farbigen Sekunden die prismatischen Lichtschleier des Aufpralls, welche ins Grau verblassen… Im musikalischen Gerüst werden die aus der Dramatik des Augenblicks geborenen Erinnerungen zu Clustern verbunden. Diese sind bewusst partiell vom Bildfluss entfesselt, um die gewünschten, freien Assoziationen des Betrachters zu erleichtern…) 
Kommentare

Die Jury spricht eine besondere Erwähnung aus für den Film «_grau» von Robert Seidel, wegen der technologischen Meisterschaft, mit der hier versucht wird, im Grenzbereich von Wissenschaft und Ästhetik bisher noch nicht dargestellte Phänomene filmisch wiederzugeben.
KunstFilmBiennale (Köln) | Ehrenpreis

_grau appeals to me because it is organo-tech. It does not deliberately ape the abstract pioneers of abstract cinema, and it is worlds away from the motion graphic masturbation of many of those enamoured by digital animation. Seidel's work is impressionistic, melding biological and emotional currents. Out of amorphous shapes we make out bones, heads, a hand. A spirit leaving the body. At least, this is what I sense out of the chaos of galactic reconfigurations, neurological connections, and biological forms. This is a powerful piece of digital animation precisely because it does not feel like such, it feels emotional, epic. And once you release the background to the animation--communicating a 'coming to terms' with the aftermath of a car accident--you realise why. 

Kommentar von Matt Hanson | Autor von “The End of Celluloid” Gründer des Festivals onedotzero 

_grau is a mesmerizing, beautiful and disturbing work of art that fuses dark and light to create organic forms and amorphous shapes. The scenes unfold slowly, elegantly revealing tensions between seemingly simple fragments of life. It feels like a long look at some primordial soup giving birth to some of the world's first life forms, or one-celled organisms that can't quite fully resolve themselves. The soundtrack, with its lonely drones rising and falling, make us believe we are witnessing a dark creation.The director's most impressive accomplishment was in going beyond the technology of the computer to create something that feels as if it is made of real moments in time, inside a reality only slightly offset from our own.

Shift | DOTMOV Festival (Sapporo, Japan) | Ausgewählt und kommentiert von Motion Theory
Kurzbiografie Robert Seidel | www.2minds.de

· geb. 1977 in Jena, Deutschland

· Bauhaus Universität Weimar, Diplom Mediengestaltung

· freier Autor und Übersetzer im Bereich 2D/3D-Grafik

· freie künstlerische Arbeiten im Bereich organisch-digitaler Grafik

filmography Robert Seidel (Februar  2006)

_grau D 2004 | 10:01min | www.grau1001.de
Festival

backup festival (Weimar, Germany)


KunstFilmBiennale (Cologne, Germany) | Honorary Award
Shift | DOTMOV Festival (Sapporo, Japan)

Darklight Digital Festival (Dublin, Ireland)

Visionaria (Siena, Italy)

Cartoombria (Perugia, Italy)

e.magiciens (Valenciennes, France)

Multimedia Transfer Karlsruhe, Nomination (Karlsruhe, Germany)

Max Ophuels Preis (Saarbruecken, Germany)

Tirana International Film Festival (Tirana, Albania)

Animex (Middlesbrough, UK) | Honorary Mention
International Film Festival Rotterdam (Rotterdam, Netherlands)

Third International Film & Video Festival @ Museum of New Art (MONA) (Detroit, USA)

Festival Némo #7 (Paris, France)

Videoformes (Clermont-Ferrand, France)

ZEMOS98_7 (Sevilla, Spain) | Audience Award
BAFICI Independent Film Festival (Buenos Aires, Argentina)

BL!NDSPOT (Hamburg, Germany) | Honorary Mention
Cinema of Tomorrow (Augsburg, Germany)

xperimental 4.0 (Nicosia, Cyprus)

Filmfest Dresden – Int. Festival for Animation and Short Film, IW/NW (Dresden, Germany)

EMAF | European Media Art Festival (Osnabrück, Germany)

Pixeldance Festival (Thessaloniki, Greece)

sehsuechte (Berlin, Germany)

cellu l’art (Jena, Germany)

BerlinerFilmFenster (Berlin, Germany)

Animago @ fmx (Stuttgart, Germany) | 1st place Education/Animation/Art
Corta! – Porto International Short Film Festival (Porto, Portugal)

SIGGRAPH Art Gallery (Los Angeles, USA)

COURTisane (Gent, Belgium)

fluxus  (Belo Horizonte, Brazil) | Best Film | Audience´s Choice
Sonar | Sonar Cinema (Barcelona, Spain)

SCINEMA Festival of Science Film (28 cities in Australia)

OFFF Film Festival, Nomination (Barcelona, Spain) 

Vienna Independent Shorts (Vienna, Austria)

International Film Festival ARTFILM (Trenčianske Teplice, Slovak Republic)

Sopot Film Festival (Sopot, Poland) | Honorary Award
International Short Film Festival Hamburg (Hamburg, Germany)

VIDEOEX Experimentalfilm & Video Festival (Zurich, Switzerland)

noiseeland  (Berlin, Germany)

KAFI Kalamazoo Animation Festival Int. (Kalamazoo, USA) | 3rd place Indep. Non-Narrative
Obsession Audio-Video Art Festival (Istanbul, Turkey) 

onedotzero (London, United Kingdom)

plattform: [no budget] (Tübingen, Germany)

Electrofringe (Newcastle, Australia)

diskurs 05 (Giessen, Germany)

Melbourne International Animation Festival (Melbourne, Australia)

New Zealand Film Festival (15 cities in New Zealand)

Art + Math = X, University of Nothern Colorado (Boulder, USA)

Imaginaria International Short Film Festival (Conversano, Italy)

25th Cambridge International Film Festival (Cambridge, United Kingdom)

OpenEyes Filmfest (Marburg, Germany)

London International Animation Festival (London, United Kingdom)

File 2005 (Sao Paulo, Brasil)

Filmfest Weiterstadt (Weiterstadt, Germany)

Australian International Animation Festival (several cities in Australia)

Filmlichter 05 (Detmold, Germany)

Break 2.3 (Ljubljana, Slovenia)

Ottawa 05 International Animation Festival (Ottawa, Canada) | 1st place Experimental/Abstract Work
NFF 05 New Forms Festival (Vancouver, Canada)

INVIDEO - International Exhibition of Video Art and Cinema Beyond (Milano, Italy)

9th Ismailia International Festival for Documentary & Short Films (Ismailia, Egypt) | Special Mention
Media Art Festival - Armenian Center for Contemporary Experimental Art (Yerevan, Armenia)

Prix Ars Electronica 2005 – Animation Festival (Linz, Austria)

Filmfestival Münster (Münster, Germany)

Media Art Friesland (Harlingen, Netherlands)

VideoLisboa #5 (Lisboa, Portugal)

Dokfestival Leipzig (Leipzig, Germany)

2005 China International Cartoon and Digital Art Festival (Beijing,  China)

Bitfilm (Hamburg, Germany)

International Experimental Film Festival Carbunari (Baia Mare, Romania)

World Performing & Visual Arts Festival 2005 (Lahore, Pakistan)

Lausanne Underground Film & Music Festival (Lausanne, Swiss) | 1st place experimental film
Art of Film (Dessau, Germany)

Cinewest Flexiff  (Sydney, Australia)

15 Madrid Experimental Cinema Week (Madrid, Spain)

Cork Film Festival (Cork, UK)

Filmfest Braunschweig (Braunschweig, Germany) | Leo – Prize for best combination filmmusic / visuals
Viper (Basel, Swiss)

Zwergwerk (Oldenburg, Germany)

15th Les Nuits Magiques (Bègles, France)

cimatics.05 (Brussels, Belgium)

XXIV Asolo Art Film Festival (Asolo, Italy)

Trampoline (Nottingham, UK) 

Cortografico (Treviso, Italy)

Festival des Trigitalen Films (Graz, Austria)

Anima – Festival Animated Dreams (Tallinn, Estonia)

Young Collection 33 (Bremen, Germany)

Impakt (Utrecht, Netherlands)

Ankara International Film Festival (Ankara, Turkey)

Art & Technology festival STRP (Eindhoven, The Netherlands)
Publication

KunstFilmBiennale Köln spezial 2004, Verlag SK Stiftung Kultur (Germany)

German Short Films 2005, AG Kurzfilm (Germany)

IdN DOTMOV Festival 2004 (Japan)

Digital Production 2/2005 (Germany)

Page 4/2005 (Germany)

Creative live 5/2005 (Germany)

Novum 8/2005 (Germany)

Spex 9/2005 (Germany)

Creative Review - Creative Futures Award 2005 (UK)
Exhibition

Art Cologne, 1st floor booth 27 (Cologne, Germany)

The Red House, The Best of backup festival (Sofia, Bulgaria)

AMODA, Digital Showcase 31 (Austin, USA)

YorkArts Media Lounge (York, USA)

TV: \\international\media\award for science and art 


(SWR (de) , ARTE (de/fr), DRS(ch))

STUK arts centre (Leuven, Belgium)

„In-between throat and sea”, Royal Museum of Fine Arts (Antwerpen, Belgium), end 2006

Playtime - Betting on Shorts, ICA Cinema 1 (London, UK)

Camera Obscura (Sydney, Australia)

Darklight 5 tour: Enso, The Galway Arts Festival (Galway, Ireland)

Darklight 5 tour: Millenium Court Arts Centre (Portadown, Ireland)

Samothraki World Music Festival (Samothraki, Greece)

Saxony @ UK, Goethe Institut: Glasgow Film Theatre (Glasgow, UK)

Saxony @ UK, Goethe Institut: Edinburgh Filmhouse (Edinburgh, UK)

Yorkfest Video Showcase (York, USA)

MOODTV (Sydney, Australia)

Le mur c'est l'écran: Goethe-Institut (Tunis, Tunisia)

Electrotecture – Architecture in Motion @ Millennium Galleries (Sheffield, UK)

Ich war Künstler, ACC Galerie (Weimar, Germany) 

Visual-Ex, La Casa Encendida (Madrid, Spain)

Kunsthaus Erfurt, projection while Christiane Haase exhibition (Erfurt, Germany)

Salve TV (Weimar, Germany)

OK Dessau TV (Dessau, Germany)

Erfurt.tv (Erfurt, Germany)

B!NDSPOT tour: Abm Festival (Munich, Germany)

Musée d'Art Moderne et Contemporain : Carte blanche au Filmfest Dresden (Strasbourg, France)

8th Generative Art Conference (Milano, Italy)

SEH-TANK (Zurich, Switzerland)

Darklight 5 tour: Letterkenny Arts Centre (Letterkenny, Ireland)

Darklight Symphosium (Dublin, Ireland)

Art Cologne 2005: DAM Gallery Berlin @  Hall 10.2 Booth C-008 (Cologne, Germany)

Best of Ottawa 2005: Animation Nation (Singapore, Singapore)

Institute for Multimedia Literacy, University of Southern California (Los Angeles, USA)

TV: VPRO, Nachtpodium (Netherlands)

Animation Videotheque, Site Gallery (Sheffield, UK)
Cologne Fine Art: DAM Gallery Berlin (Cologne, Germany)

E3 D/GB 2002 | 3:00min | www.2minds.de 

Festival 

cellu l'art (Jena, Germany), Filmfest München (Munich, Germany), Short Cuts Cologne (Cologne, Germany), 

International Leipzig Festival for Documentary and Animated Film (Leipzig, Germany), Filmfest Dresden, Exchange Forum Germany-Poland (Dresden, Germany), Internationale Kurzfilmtage Oberhausen, Short Film Exchange (Oberhausen, Germany), Visionaria Festival (Siena, Italy), Videoformes (Clermont-Ferrand, France), 
le 7ème arr (Lyon, France)

TV

VOX, 11.10.2002, 0.00-5.00, DCTP-Nachtclub (Germany)

Publication
Digital Production 4/2002 (Germany), Gestaltung 3, Videocollection (Germany), Reline 2 (USA)

Exhibition

Ars Electronica Theatre, O.K Center for Contemporary Art (Linz, Austria), "Högsta tillåtna upplevelse" (Castle Häringe, Sweden), Kino im Kasten (Dresden, Germany), rhizome.org (USA), digerie.com (Germany)

Lightmare D 2001 | 4:30min | www.2minds.de  

Festival 

Prix Ars Electronica - Honorary Mention Computer Animation/Visual FX (Linz, Austria)
backup filmfestival (Weimar, Germany), cellu l'art (Jena, Germany), Japan Media Arts Festival (Okayama, Japan), Seoul Net Festival (Seoul, South Korea), Filmfest Dresden, Exchange Forum Germany-Poland (Dresden, Germany)

Publication
Source 12, Source Video Magazine of Contemporary Art (Sweden), Cyberarts 2001, Leopoldseder & Schöpf, Springer (Austria), 3ds max 5 Kompendium, Christian Immler, Markt & Technik (Germany), Computer Graphics World 7/2001 (USA)

Exhibition

Stockholm ArtFair (Source 12, Sweden), "Högsta tillåtna upplevelse" (Castle Häringe, Sweden)
All up to date information (german/english) and pictures can be found on the website www.grau1001.de or the DVD for your documentation!
